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Election do not really count. So In 1902 they
took the bit in their mouths and boldly brought
in a Bill throwing the Voluntary Schools on to
the rates. It was the very policy which had
been openly declared Impossible from the front
Conservative bench in 1896, and it was known
to be extremely distasteful to Mr. Chamberlain.
Mr. Lloyd George took a leading part In the
parliamentary opposition to this measure. He
once more let "all out" as a guerilla fighter,
There he was always supreme. His knowledge
of the law made him extraordinarily resourceful
in the invention and discovery of amendments;
while he displayed a skill equally astonishing as
an agile draftsman. Night after night he turned
up fresh and smiling; always calm and moder-
ate, serenely persuasive, and, to his enemies,
distressingly cool It seemed an outrage to
speak of such a humane fighter as an obstruc-
tionist ; and yet there is no doubt that few of
the most savage of that tribe succeeded so well
in delaying the progress of Bills.
Now, as In 1896, he became once more the
heart and soul of the Opposition. The Govern-
ment found themselves compelled to accept a great
many of his amendments, and in this way very
much weakened their Bill. Mr. Balfour found him
a shrewd and agile opponent worthy of his steeL
This time, of course, he was not fighting alone.
He was supported with the full power of the
Front Opposition Bench, now ably led by Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman with Mr. Asquith
as chief lieutenant. But Mr. Lloyd George
Always contributed something peculiarly his own,